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Date of Submission: 
	Outcomes
	Over 80 

Exceptional

All unit learning outcomes

Achieved at an exceptional/outstanding level 
	79-70

Excellent

All unit learning outcomes achieved at an excellent level
	69-60

Good

All unit learning outcomes achieved at a good level 
	59-50

Pass

All unit learning outcomes achieved at Threshold level 
	49-45

Marginal Fail

Some unit learning outcomes achieved at Threshold Level 
	Below 45

Fail

Unit leaning outcomes not achieved

	Key Differentiating Features 
	Exceptionally strong, confident; has outstanding depth, insight and complexity, personalisation and creativity or originality 
	Strong, confident; has depth, insight and complexity, personalisation and creativity or originality 
	Some depth and is overall of good quality 
	Sufficient and generally sound 
	Weak, limited
	Generally poor, limited in scope and depth and fails to address criteria at the appropriate level

	Knowledge and Understanding 

· Knowledge and understanding of key concepts

· Critical awareness of issues

· Informed by current literature at the forefront of the specific area for study \
	Evidence of exceptional knowledge and insightful understanding of key concepts and problems/issues at the forefront of the area in terms of academic and professional knowledge and understanding.

Exceptional fluency and confidence in the use of the literature and current thinking/research/professional literature.

Presents counter arguments; identifies key issues/problems and justifies conclusion. 


	Evidence of deep knowledge and insightful understanding of key concepts and problems/issues at the forefront of the area in terms of academic and professional knowledge and understanding. 

Fluency and confidence in use of the literature and current thinking/research/professional literature. Presents counter arguments; identifies key issues/problems and justified conclusion. 


	Evidence of a good level of critical understanding of main concepts. 

Evidence of good understanding of relevant critical issues. 

The writing is contextualised within recent research/professional literature 
	Evidence of knowledge and understanding of key concepts is sufficiently sound. 

Awareness of relevant critical issues is sound. 

Literature Base is sufficient, current and appropriate. It is used to inform awareness of relevant issues .
	Evidence of knowledge and understanding of key concepts is limited and weak. 

Evidence of awareness of relevant critical issues is limited. 

Literature base is insufficient and/or insufficiently current. 
	Evidence of knowledge and understanding of key concepts is inadequately demonstrated.

Insufficient evidence of awareness of relevant critical issues.

Literature base very limited; insufficiently current and/or inappropriate.  

	Thinking Skills 

The ability to:

Evaluate critically current research and advanced scholarship in the discipline;

Evaluate methodologies and develop critiques of them and, where appropriate, propose new hypotheses; 

Deal with complex issues systematically and with originality and make sound judgements in the absence of complete data.  
	Arguments are exceptional and innovative in demonstrating mature reflection.  They comprehensively anticipate alternative perspectives. 

Arguments are exceptionally and consistently well placed in a context.  

Originality/personalisation is outstanding.  
	Arguments have an explicit logic and coherence demonstrating mature reflection. They comprehensively anticipate alternative perspectives; arguments are explicitly and consistently placed in a context. 

Originality/personalisation is a predominant feature of arguments. 


	Arguments have a clear logic and coherence. 

Evidence of mature reflection.  Arguments are located in explicit contexts.  Originality 

and/or personalisation is a feature of arguments. 
	Arguments have a clear logic and demonstrate reflection. 

Arguments are contextualised within current research/literature. 

Personalisation is a feature of arguments. 
	Arguments are logical and coherent overall, but some inconsistency. 

Reference to relevant reading/research but not always in any depth.  Some personalisation. 
	Arguments are only occasionally logical.

Superficial use of reading and lack of depth in personalisation.
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	Practical Skills 

The ability to 

· Apply theoretical perspectives to practice

· Demonstrate implications for improving professional practice 
	Outstanding and original ability to apply theory and practice, with insight rigour and consistency. 

Profound insight into standard and unpredictable situation. 

Exceptional awareness of implications for personal and professional development. 
	Excellent ability to apply theory and practice, with insight, rigour and consistency. 

Insightful observations into standard and unpredictable situations. 

Strong awareness of implications for personal and professional development .


	Strong ability to apply theory into practice. 

Awareness of implications for personal and professional development. 
	Adequate evidence of ability to apply theory to practice. 

Some awareness of implications for personal and professional development. 
	Ability to apply theory to practice is limited and weak. 

Insufficient awareness of implications for personal and professional development. 
	Insufficient evidence of the ability to apply theory to practice appropriately. 

Little evidence of awareness of implications for personal and professional development. 



	Transferable Skills

As specifically identified for each unit eg ability to:

· Write with coherence, connectedness and flow. 

· Locate and use a range of resources for study

· Communicate effectively 

· Act and work autonomously and collaboratively as appropriate

· Collect and use critically evidence to demonstrate arguments and professional development 

· Engage in peer scrutiny/access and use peer support where appropriate 
	The writing is comprehensively fluent, coherent, well structured and communicates very effectively. 

Outstanding and critical use of all these skills. 
	The writing is fluent, coherent, well structured and reads well. 

Thoughtful and critical use of all these skills. 
	The writing has a clear logical/systematic structure.

Good evidence of most of these skills.  
	The writing has structure, coherence and flow but may be lacking in consistency and rigour. 

Sufficient evidence of most of these skills. 
	The writing tends to be disjointed and lacking in structure. 

Insufficient evidence of most of these skills. 
	The writing lacks coherence, substance and flow. 

Insufficient evidence of most of these skills. 




Note:  All assignments must address specific criteria and follow presentation guidelines provided in relevant Assessment Handbooks 
